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PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to assist in furthering the community goal of increasing 
vegetative cover with the associate benefits as promoted by organizations such as Global
Re-leaf, Trees for Tucson, and Tucson Clean and Beautiful. provide consistent procedures, 
standards, and guidelines for proposed landscape improvements in Pima County Right-of-
Way.

POLICY
The Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood control District will allow consider 
planting in County right-of-way under the conditions described below:

1.  Landscape improvements shall conform to the latest standards, specifications, and 
guidelines adopted by the Pima County Department of Transportation.

2.  A right-of-way use permit will be required and associated permit fees, existing at the 
time of the application will be charged.

13.  A plan conforming to the guidelines illustrated and described in Exhibit A, as 
submitted with the permit application. Permits are available through the Pima County 
Department of Transportationand Flood Control District, Permit Section.

24. .  Pima County may remove or trim plants in the county right-of-way at any time for 
road or shoulder widening, or if they become a safety hazard, .or if determined to be in the 
best interest of the county without obligation to replace or repair.

5.  State law requires location of underground utilities prior to excavation in public streets 
and easements.  Blue Stake (792-2211) must be called at least two working days prior to 
excavation so that utility locations can be marked.  Final plant locations must be in 
compliance with all utility guidelines.

3.  Adjacent property owners are responsible for trimming plants so that they do not 
interfere with pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

4. 6. An understandable plan that shows all objects within 25 feet of the proposed planting 
must be presented with the permit application.  The plan must include pavement, curb, 
sidewalk, and shoulder, utility locations (water, sewer, gas electric, telcom, cable) and 
proposed plantinglandscape elements. For utility setbacks, see Exhibit B. Plans must be 
drawn to scale and include a location map and north arrow.



PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS POLICY 

Policy 
Number PageSubject: PLANTING IN PIMA COUNTY RIGHT-OF-WAY

LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENTS IN PIMA COUNTY 
RIGHT-OF-WAY 54.1 2 of 53

7.  Trees native to the Sonoran Desert that require irrigation may be allowed in the public 
right of way, but no irrigation equipment other than emitter lines is permitted in County 
right of way.  All other irrigation components must be located on adjacent private property

8. Indigenous cacti, succulents, and ocotillo that do not require irrigation are 
recommended for use in County right-of-way.

5.  State law requires location of underground utilities prior to excavation in public streets 
and easements.  Blue Stake (792-2211) must be called at least two working days prior to 
excavation so that utility locations can be marked.

6.  Root barriers shall be installed where trees are planted within four feet of curb or 
sidewalk.

7. A list of trees for use within the clear zone that meets the County’s requirement that 
trunk size not exceed 4” or be multi-trunked is contained in Exhibit C.  Low water use 
native or arid adapted plants are recommendd of use in County right-of-ways.

8. A right-of-way use permit will be required and associated permit fees, existing at the
time of the application will be charged.

Program Responsibilities

 Pima County Departments 

 The Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District, Permits
Sections,Sections shall be responsible for the review and approval of plans prior to 

issuance of  permit applications in accordance with the guidelines set forth in Exhibit 
A, B, and C..

Responsible Department

Pima County Department of Transportation and Flood Control District.
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EXHIBIT A
A.  Clear Zone:  Restricted Landscape Area. The Clear Zone is the total roadside border area, starting 
 at the edge of the traveled way, available for safe use by errant vehicles. It is an unobstructed, relatively 
 flat area beyond the edge of the traveled way that allows a driver to stop safely or regain control of a 
 vehicle that leaves the traveled way.  No landscape element in this area shall have more than a 4” solid 
 diameter. For Clear Zone requirements, consult Pima County Department of Transportation staff.
B.  Less Restricted Landscape Area outside of Clear Zone.  Outside of the clear zone, landscape 
 elements greater than 4” solid diameter are permitted.  These elements could include saguaros.
C.  Intersection Sight Visibility.  Intersection sight visibility must conform to sight visibility triangle (SVT) 
 standards as described in the Pima County Department of Transportation Subdivision Street Standards 
 and Pima County Department of Transportation Roadway Design Manual.
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